[Quantitative study of alpha 1 antitrypsin and alpha 2 macroglobulin in the sputum].
A quantitative study of alpha-1-antirypsin and alpha-2-macroglobulin in the sputum showed an increase in both during attacks of asthma and in patients with chronic obstructive bronchitis. The levels were much lower in asthma patients during remissions, in emphysema and in patients with chronic simple bronchitis, without associated bronchospasm. The parallel variations in levels of alpha-1-antitrypsin, albumin and transferrin in the sputum, contrasts with the course of secretory IgA and are in favour of a transudation process of alpha-1-antitrypsin across the respiratory mucosa.